SCHOOL INFORMATION
ADMISSIONS:

Walkerston State School is able to accept enrolments from students from any area of  the Pioneer Valley and Mackay. 

Prep 2011

Children born between 1st July 2005  – 30th  June 2006.



Year One 2010
Children born between 1st July 2004  – 30th  June 2005.

An enrolment and  information day is held every October/November for the following year’s enrolments.

Note:  Proof of age will be required.  Please bring Birth Certificates - Vaccination / Immunisation Cards are also required.

ABSENCES:
In line with the Education Act regarding compulsory attendance, it is necessary for Parents/Caregivers to provide a letter of explanation, or phone the school, regarding their child's absence from school.

ACCIDENTS:
Minor accidents will be treated at the school.  If the accident requires professional attention the Ambulance will be called and parents will be notified.  If parents cannot be contacted, the child will be sent to the hospital or the doctor of their choice, as shown on school records, in company of a teacher/teacher aide.  Parents should ensure that they provide the school with a telephone number in case of an emergency.  It is essential that parents keep addresses and telephone numbers on the school record cards up to date.

AFTER SCHOOL CARE AND VACATION CARE: 

Through a partnership with PCYC we offer before school, after school and vacation care for our students.  Please see separate information sheet in the back of this folder or phone

 4942 3296.
ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE:
A bell is rung at 8:45am.  This is the signal for students to line up ready for entry to their classrooms to prepare for the school day. School commences each day at 8.50 am.  Children are expected to arrive at school in ample time for them to prepare for the day’s work.  As teachers are not rostered on duty before school, responsibility cannot be taken for children who come to school early.  Children should not be at school before 8.00am. A bell is rung at 8:30 to enable children to have some supervised quiet play time before classes begin. Prior to this time children sit on designated seats in the undercover walkway. Children are dismissed at 2.55pm and should leave the grounds immediately they are dismissed, unless participating in after school organised activity.

No formal arrangements for supervision are made after 2.55pm.

Recess times are:  Morning Tea 10.50 am - 11.20am  
Lunch 12.50pm - 1.35pm.

ASSEMBLY:

Assembly is held every Monday afternoon at 2:30. Parents and Carers are very welcome to attend our assembly. Student of the week awards are handed out at assembly every week. 

BEHAVIOUR MANAGEMENT (See Behaviour Plan at back of this booklet):
We expect children to display good behaviour and follow all rules.  We value your support in this endeavour.    Parents are invited to collect print outs of their child's pink referral cards at the end of each term.

BOOK CLUB:
The school operates a Book Club through Ashton Scholastic.  Book orders are taken approximately six times a year.  The encouragement of reading for leisure is the basic aim of this service.  There is no obligation to purchase.

BICYCLES:
Bicycles may be ridden to school, but are not to be ridden in the school grounds.  For their own protection, children are required by law to wear helmets while riding.  Bike racks are sited near the Prep building.  Please use bike chains/locks.

CHAPLAIN
Walkerston State School has been very fortunate to have been allocated funds through a Federal Government Program to acquire the services of a School Chaplain.   The role of the school Chaplain is to :

· Provide spiritual support and direction to the school community.
· Build positive relationships with students.
· Work closely with other staff and services to nurture and care for students. 
· Assist at risk students through specialised programs.
· Work with staff and families from the wider school community.
COLLECTING STUDENTS EARLY FROM SCHOOL:

Parents and Carers must sign students out at the front office if they need to collect children early from school. This is a safety audit requirement.

CROSSING SUPERVISORS:

A system of School Crossing Supervisors is in operation at this school.  The supervisors, male or female, have been officially appointed by the Queensland Government to this position and operate each morning and afternoon on all school days.

Times of operation for our school are:


7.50am – 8:50am


2.55pm - 3.25pm.

Crossing Procedure:
The Supervisors will ask all pedestrians, both children and adults, to wait on the footpath.  When a suitable gap appears in the traffic from both directions, the Supervisor will extend the Stop Sign to stop traffic.  The Supervisor will blow TWO blasts of the whistle to indicate that pedestrians may then cross.  Pedestrians should keep to the left and walk straight across.  ONE whistle means it is not safe to cross and all pedestrians must then wait on the footpath.

Please have your children listen carefully to the whistle and voice signals from the Supervisor and do not move off the footpath until the whistle is blown.

Children on Bicycles:
All cyclists dismount and walk their bicycles over the crossing.

DETENTION: (Please see code of behaviour in appendix)
Students who are referred to the Principal or Deputy Principal due to unsatisfactory behaviour may be placed on recess detention from one to five days. We rely on student self-reporting as a first step measure, but we will contact parents if a  student becomes a multiple offender.  Behaviour print outs are available on every student at the end of each term.  Students on cards may lose privileges and are not permitted to attend school events.  Repeat offenders will miss out on incentives and rewards for that term.

DENTAL CLINIC:
Children may be treated by the School Dental Therapist in their caravan at the school, at no expense to the parents, at some time during most years.  The Dental Clinic will contact parents through the school to find out if they wish their children to attend the clinic. Parents should continue to take their children to their family dentist for their regular checkups.

DEPARTMENT OF CHILD SAFETY:

It is usual Department of Child Safety practice for their Officers to visit schools from time to time to interview children. At Walkerston State School these interviews usually take place in the Principal’s office with a member of staff present. 
FAMILY RECORD CARDS:
Family Record Cards are kept in the Office.  Parents are asked to ensure that information on these records are kept up to date, as it may be the only contact in times of emergency.

GUIDANCE:
A Guidance Officer visits the school regularly and provides a valuable service for children with a variety of needs.  Children are referred to a Guidance Officer on the recommendation of the Class Teacher and the Principal.  Parents may also request a referral.

HATS:

Increasing concern is being felt because of the rising incidence of skin cancer in Queensland.  The application of sunscreen is also important.  A rule that is strictly enforced is ‘NO HAT, NO PLAY’.  Broad brimmed hats are now part of our uniform policy.
HEAD LICE:
Parents are asked to check children’s hair regularly and treat head lice promptly.  If head lice are found on a child’s head, the parent will be notified immediately to enable the child to be collected from school.  A simple treatment is to apply hair conditioner and comb through with a nit comb to remove the nits and eggs.

HOMEWORK:

Homework may be given regularly. The amount will be determined by the teacher.

As a guide, homework should not exceed:

· Year 3 and 4

15 - 20 minutes

· Year 5


20 - 30 minutes

· Year 6


30 - 45 minutes

· Year 7


30 – 60 minutes

HOUSE SPORTS:
All children from Prep to Year 7 are divided into 3 houses:  Fadden, Ross and Treacy.

A child is allocated to a House on admission and all members of the same family are allocated the same house, if possible. House colours are: 

Treacy ~ Yellow & Orange,  Fadden ~ Green & Black  and Ross ~ Purple & White 
INTERVIEWS:
Interviews can be arranged at any time, providing adequate notice is given. We welcome the opportunity to discuss progress or any special problems, however, it would be appreciated if parents would contact the teacher to make a mutually convenient time for an interview.  Teachers are unavailable for interviews with parents during teaching time.  
Interviews by parent or teacher request are also available at the end of Semester 1 (June/July) and at the end of Semester 2 (November/December).  

The Principal and Deputy are available for interviews.  Please make an appointment if possible,  however Christine and Michael are  usually available for a quick chat or catch up at short notice… please don’t hesitate to contact them if there is anything at all that they can help you with. 
LIBRARY:
Children and Parents are encouraged to borrow from the School Library.  We are fortunate to have excellent resources here at Walkerston. All children require a Library bag.

LOST PROPERTY

The school will make every effort to locate ‘lost’ articles, provided they are marked clearly with the owner’s name.  It also helps if missing items are reported immediately. Children should not bring expensive items to school from home.  Clothing found in the school grounds is placed in a lost property box located in the Library courtyard.

MOBILE PHONES AND OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES

While we prefer students to leave expensive items at home, we understand that parents may want their children to have access to a mobile phone.  A student with a mobile phone at school needs to leave it at the office for safe keeping during the school day, and collect it at the end of the day.

We discourage students from bringing other electronic devices to school.  The same procedure that applies for mobile phones applies to other electronic devices.

MEDICATION:
Guidelines from the Justice Department state that teachers are not to administer medication to pupils without written permission from their parent/guardian.  There will be no exceptions to these guidelines.  Records are kept of all occasions when medication is administered.  Specialist, doctor’s and pharmacist’s labels/statements are essential for ongoing treatment.

MUSIC:
Our school is fortunate to have the services of an excellent Music Instrumental Teacher,

(Woodwind/Percussion) and a dedicated and talented Music Teacher.  Interested students may join the choir, theatre arts club, recorder band or instrumental ensembles.

NEWSLETTERS:
Every second Thursday a newsletter is sent home to each family informing parents of forthcoming events and details of matters concerning the school.  .

PARENT PARTICIPATION:
The school highly values parental involvement in school activities. You are our partners in the education of your child.  Please consider offering assistance in classroom activities, assisting with co or extra-curricular activities and attending P & C meetings.

PARENTS AND CITIZENS ASSOCIATION:
Meetings of the association are held in the school resource centre on the third Thursday in each month at 1.30 pm.  All parents are encouraged to attend the meetings and become actively involved in the school. 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION:
Religious Instruction is given by accredited RE instructors each Monday afternoon.  Participation in Religious Instruction is not compulsory.
RELEASE FORM:

Form contained in this pack to be completed and returned to the school office 

A release form is to be completed upon enrolment.  This form gives the school permission to make use of pictures, voice, original materials and freelance skills of any student, in producing any audio, video and/or disk medium without receipt of remuneration or any other payment in respect of involvement in products.

REPORTING TO PARENTS

Children’s progress at school is reported to parents twice a year.  Written reports are issued at the end of each semester based on continuous assessment of pupil performance. Reports associated with state or nation wide testing will also be distributed at least once during the year to targeted students. 

As well, parents are invited to discuss with the teacher any aspects of their child’s development in an oral interview at this time.  Parents are reminded that they are most welcome and encouraged to discuss their child’s progress at any time through the year.

SCHOOL NURSE:
The School Health Sister visits the school yearly and examines children in Prep and Year 1.  A parent or class teacher may refer other children.  If medical advice and treatment are recommended, a form will be sent home. 

SICKNESS:

As a general rule, if a student is not well enough to do lessons he/she will be cared for and every effort made to contact parents with a view to having the student taken home.  In cases of emergency, the ambulance/family doctor may be contacted or the outpatients department of a hospital.  Parents should inform the school of serious allergies or physical limitations or disabilities, both temporary and permanent. Please see Appendix A “INFECTIOUS DISEASES” at the back of this section.

SMOKING:
Parents are reminded of government regulations, which prohibit smoking anywhere within the school grounds, including in all buildings as well as within 10metres of the school fence.

Persons under the influence of drugs or alcohol are not permitted in the school grounds at any time.

STUDENT COURSE PACK:

Forms  contained in this pack should  be completed and returned to the school office.
The School P&C has approved a Student Course Pack Scheme.  Essentially the Student Course Pack is convenient, economical and ensures consistency of the quality of items students use in the classroom.  

The School’s position is that it would prefer that all parents participate in the scheme, though our policy provides for voluntary participation.  In return for your course pack fee, the school purchases all the stationery, text books and basic requirements for your child.  Details of the scheme are available in the back of this pack or from the school office.  Information about the scheme is sent home in Term 4.

SUPPORT SERVICES

The school is able to call upon the services of a Learning Support Teacher and a Guidance Officer when children experience severe learning difficulties.  Parents are encouraged to discuss any such situations with the Principal or Class Teacher.  In some cases some children may receive support from Advisory Visiting Teachers.

TUCKSHOP

The tuckshop operates on Monday, Wednesday and Friday of each week.  Children are asked to use the paper bag system and place their orders in the classroom tuckshop box at the commencement of school.

The tuckshop is always in need of volunteer helpers.  If you can assist in any way possible, please contact the school office, in the first instance.

UNIFORM

The P&C has decided that Walkerston State School will be a ‘uniform school’.  The P&C has developed and approved a policy that is available upon request.
Uniforms are available from the following companies -:


Marvic Uniforms and Embroidery


17a Evans Avenue


North Mackay


Ph  4951 4892

Fax  4953 0651


Uniforms Solutions


Shop 2, 88 Sydney Street


Mackay


Phone/Fax  4951 3549

Collars - $ 3.00 each and are available from Marvic Uniforms and Embroidery

School Crest Cloth Badges – $ 1.70 each from the school office

Hats

Available from the school office – Cost $13.00 including GST
School Uniform – Boys and Girls

Skirt / Skorts / Shorts 

Black (plain)

Shirt
Spliced Royal Blue and Red polo shirt with Walkerston State School collar and pocket (on display in office foyer)

Winter Uniform

Winter Jackets – available for purchase from office – Cost $35.00 including GST

Bottoms are to be black (eg. trousers, slacks).  Coats, sweatshirts and the like are to be either royal blue or black

Cultural Uniform – Boys and Girls

Skirt (girls)
Black (plain)

Shorts (boys
Black (plain)

Shirt
Royal Blue, Red and White striped polo shirt
USE OF SCHOOL FACILITIES:
Any group is encouraged to enquire about the use of school facilities when not being used for school purposes.  A copy of conditions governing such use is available at the school office. General conditions of use are that children must be supervised at all times, that the children and others don’t play in or around school buildings, that the grounds are kept free from litter and that any damage, breakage or incidents are reported to the principal.

VOLUNTARY TEACHERS AIDES:

Parents are encouraged to assist as voluntary teacher aides.  Many parents have given invaluable assistance to teachers over the past years.  If circumstances permit for parents to assist in this area, please do not hesitate to contact the teachers.  With new regulations, parents are required to sign a register each time they help at the school office.  Working with Children cards may be required in some circumstances.

VEHICLES IN SCHOOL GROUNDS

Because of the danger to children, no vehicles, are allowed in the grounds except as required for building or maintenance work. Vehicles should not enter the grounds during recess times or when students are on the oval.

